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And when Herod would have brought him ferth, the 
ſame night Peter was [leeping between two ſouldiers, 
bound with two chaines z and the Keepers before the 
doore, k-pt the priſon. 

And beh:ld the Angell of the Lord came pon him, and 
« light ſhined in the priſon : and bee [mote Peter ou 
th: fide, and raiſed him vp, ſying; Ariſe vp quickly, 
Ard his chaines, fell off from his hands, C>6. 


—= —JERE is aſloric of Peters, 

TX 16 y | 1. Impriſonment. 2. En- 
largement : With the 
cauſe of the one, and 
meanes of the other. He» 
rod having vexed ſome, 
{lainea ſecond,now com« 
mits the third; and all 
this to gratife the ewes. 
Peter thus committed, is bailed by the Church, or 
rathcr remooved and freed by petition ; they pray 
heartily for him, in the 5, verſe, and they __ as 
B appily 
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happily, whileſt chey are proying, God gives in 
the priſoner amopglt them, The manner of his 
delivery is hete reported, and that was very ſtrange, 
beyond Herod: purpole, the priſoners expcation, 
the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes: Herod held 
his purpoſe hee had begun, and che next morning 
hee meant an endof him, Peter had made his con- 
cluſion co morrow (thinks he) (for meſſages paſt 
berweene him and the Church, which ſpent this 
night in prayer for him, and therefore knew the 
danger) I muſt be purto ir, therefore I will fireng- 
then my ſelfe ronight: The Keepers ſtood vpon 
their guard, and reſolved that no Peter ſhould paſſe 
them ; yet is Peter delivered, and how I pray you? 
God remoues all impediments, for nothing was in 
readineſle. 

Firſt, for man, entrance wasthere none,therefore 
God (ends an Angell, and there was no top again 
him. 

Next, in.the dark, ir was hard co finde which was 
which, God direQs an Angell ro him, and hee 
comes vpon him, and miffes nor the man, though 
boundto the ſame chaine with two others, as in 
flri& impriſonments they vicd co doe. 

Thirdly, they were in.che darkc, andthar was ill 
for noyſe ; The Angell brings his darke lanthorn 
with him, and ſhinesto Peter and none elſe. 

Fourthly, the Priſoner can doe little for himſelf, 
hee isaſleepe, the Angell wakes him; hee is /ard;rhe 
Angell ra;ſes him ; he is amazed, the Angell diret#s 
himy hee .is bound, the Angell vn/ies hims hee 
knowesnotwhere he x, theAngel) guides himsz hee 
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isto paſſe through ſundry difficelties, the Angell 
condutFs him through them all, and ſo diſmiſles 
him. 

Wee will vſe no more words about a plaine ſto- 
rie, but acquaint you with our meditations: they 
concaine the ſacceſſe of the Churches prayers, they 
prayed for Peter,the Angell thereupon is ſent ta Pe- 
ter: where ſee; 1. How the Angell findes him: 2. 
How the Angell delivers him. 

Forthe firſt, hec findes him ſi:ep5ng, inthe mid(t 
of fearcs and foes : From wheace was this ([zepe, 
was it wordly ſorrow that cauſed it, orwas it car- 
nall ſecurity ? 

Axſw..In doubtfull things charity ſuppoſes the 
beſt; (o ſhould wee, worldly ſorrow cauſes ſleepe, 
but how? when itis notextreame, andrthat ſleepe 
is ioyned with ſtarting : carnall ſecurity will cauſe 
ſlcege, but why ſhould we charge Petey with that ar 
this time; hisſlcepe came from a berrercauſe, he 
was at peace with God, he had the Churches pray- 
ers for him, the caule for him, his conſcience for 
him, God and his Angels for him; hee could die 
but once, and for one death hee was prepared : 
hence his boldnes before,Chapters 4. and 5. hence 
his confidence, here he reſolved with David, / will 
lay mre downe and ſleepe, and with all, God gaue reſt 
to his beloved, as itis inthe P/almes, reſt more then 
ordinary ro his minde, to his body : hence the An- 
gell can hardly awake him, and being awaked hee 

is not terrified, asa guilty perſon would have beene 
inthiscaſe: dbe then but conſider, r. The man. 
2. His behaviour it like caſes, 3. The time and 

B 2 circum- 


Yames 5. 
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circumſtances, 4. The exerciſes ofthe Church for 
him. 5. The meſſenger, and meſlage {cnt rohim. 
6. The manaer of his behaviour when hce is awas» 
ked, and you will ſce that his fleepe grew not from 
diftemper, but from ſtrength ot faith and comfort. 

Now.to the points, 

Where firſt from the order, ſec the power of 
ioynt prayers, they beare downeall before them, 
and prevaile in heaven and carth, 'as the word that 
comes from heaven, proſpers in thc thing where- 
unto itis ſent; ſo the word that goes to heaven, 
the prayers of che Church (lrike vp to God, there 
they lie ar his gates, and never will away without 
their errand, and when they arcanſwered,then they 
come downe with authority and raigne over all 
impediments below, witnefle this llory ; Peter is 
committed, the perlecurers arc reſolute, the foes 
many, the friends few, meanes none but God , to 
God the Church gocs; the encmics plotte, the 
Church prayes, they ſhut the priſon doores, the 
Church opens heavens doores, ſo ther's old tug- 
ging forthe priſoner, but the Church winn« s him, 
God, to let them ſee what, prayers bee, ſends him 
tothem while they are praying ; there, ſaich God 
(if you will rake nodenyall) there hee isz thereby 
pointing vs to the meanes of his deliverance: we 
need not many words for proof of this, /ames ſaith, 
The prayer of one righteos man prevailes much; if of 
one, whar of twenty /. what of an hundred / and 
he inſtances in E/4ah, Hee alone could open and ſhut 
heaven, then-wellmay many open and ſhut priſons 
onecarth;; nay adde farther, the ioynt prayers of 

- » V- 
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vabelcevers and hypocrires have done'much, when 
hcatheniſh Armivie faſted and prayed, God heard ; Torah 3: 
when falſe Rehoboam humbled himſelfe and his 
people, God was tntreated; how much more ſhall 
the taithfull, praycrs of che Church prevaile, pre- 
vaile (I ſay) both for the preventing andremoving 
evils, and obtaining and keeping of good things: 
What ſhall we in{.ance the lite of Aſa, Jehoſaphar, 
Heztkiah, when was it othcrwile, when did the 
Church of God ever toyne in acommon petition 
ro God butthey ſped ? no inſtance rothe contrary. 
No marvell, this exerciſe is well grounded and Rezſ. r. 
warranted,it hath the warrant of a precept ; 1. Pray Tames 5. 
for one another call 1pon me. 
2, The warrant of a promiſe, / wii deliuer thee, ppyme 50, 
3- The warrant of expcrience, neverany yet v- 
ſed ir but they prevailed. 
Prayers are preſents very welcome to God, hee Reaf. 2. 
prefers them to all ſacritices, being immedizte wor- 
ſhips of his Maicftie, Let me hcare thy voyceit is 
pleaſant: No father loves the voyce of his chil-- 
dren, like as God loves the voyce of his Church, cm... 
tis his muſicke and per fume. Rev. 5.8. 
3. The partiesare very deare who tender them, 2eaf, 3. 
God loues his Church abouecall creaturcs, he gaue 
his Sonne for her,and therefore her ſutcs ſha] have 
acceprance: Let me ſee thy face,its comely 3 Efler nes Cant2-14. 
ver pleaſed 4haſuere/h to well, as the Church plea- 
ſeth Chriſt. 
4 The parties from and through whom they , eaſe. 4. 
are preſented, pleaſe : They are indired andabbet- 
ted by the holy Ghoſt, Rom. 8. tendred by Chriſt ron.s. 


lceſus 


2 Chron. 12, 


Yſel, 
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leſ0s;ahd fhall cheſc be denyed ? adde to this. 

5. The-party to whom they arcdireRed,to God, 
whois alltruth, mercy, grace, wiſedome, power, 
and ſhall par theſe prevaile? prayers ſer God on 
worke, andall in God, his wiledome, his power, 
his Angels, and what then can hinder ? 

Locke backeward, andcall ro minde your finne 
thisday, (ee, many a Petey hath been in priſon, and 
prayers. were not made by the Church 5; many a 
member {icke, and prayers were not made by the 
Elders; yea many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia at- 
fliacd, the Palatinateand Yaltoline diſtreſſed, yet 
weedid not pray ; theenemy could curſe, bur wee 
did not pray, and cherefore how juſtly might God 
diſtreſſe and leaue vs deſtiture of his helpe, and the 
Churches prayers ? 

2. Look forward,& preſcrue & improne this your 
intereſt in God, let no Peter, no Preacher, no Chri- 
tian, no neighbour lic in the chaines by you (whe- 
ther in the chaincsof (ickneſle, or poverty, or debr, 
or paine, or (inne, or temptation ) bur doe you 
repriue- him, you have a key that will open any 
locke, a medicine that will heale any wound, a 
weapon that will prevaile in any placez draw this 
weapon, vie this medicine, if,men be ſicke, pray 
co whole; if poore, pray them rich ; if ſad, pray 
nem . 

Bur is this ſo cafily done? yes verily, by the 
whole Church; as it is forthe outward eſtate when 
one is very poore, it is hard for twoor three to. ſer 
him vp againc, but nothing for-a thouſand ; and 
whenone isinapitirtis much for one, butnot for 

many 
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many to pull him out: ſee here, itis long of vs that 
mecn lie {o long vnder their burdens, -wonld wee 
ioyntly commend them to God, our prayers would 
rake, mens chaines would off, true ſpirituall 
chaines: Why it lo, were it not worth the while ; 
whar, may weealc our brethren of temprarions,of 


pathons, of luſts, and will wce not ? Bur for outs 


ward croſles, ſaith not Saint /ames,thatthe prayers 
of the Church hcale the (icke; ſaith northe ſtory, 
the prayers of the Church procured Peters liberty : 
Bur ſay they bee not alwaycs delivered: yer it is 
good ro getthe croſſes mitigated, ſanRitied, ſiveet- 
ned, and (omerhingwill be done if wee pray ; doe 
thisthen or nothing : perhaps you will cxcuſe 0- 
ther negligences, you would vilit your (ickeneigh- 
bour, but you queſtion his diſeaſe, your welcome 
you wauld relicu? your poore neighbours, but you 
haueitnot; why thcre 1s no Chrilian man bur he 
hath an intereſt in God, a ſpirit of prayer; lift vp a 
prayer for thy bretoren, itthou canlt doe nothing 
elſe, andthis will doethee and him good, prayer 
inthis caſe for others, is aclcerer evidence of grace, 
then for our (clves, 

Here is comfort and encouragement, comfort 
for our ſelues, if members ofthe Church, if wee 
bleed with her, if wee pray for her, it wee ſay, 1f / 
forget thee, O 1eruſatem, then let my right hand forget 
her cunning: the comfort is great, wee' have thar 
which Saint Paul thirſted for, the prayers of the 
Church, and this is a priviledge worth ten worlds, 
and a.comfort beyond all apprehenſion, when a 
man lookes round abourhin and can ſay; rhere is 
a 


Ob. 
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a towne, I hauc ſome praycrs there, there is anos 
ther, I have [tocke going there, nay in cvery ſhire, 
eucry nation, ſome that bce enlarged when [ am 
barren, ſome quickened when I am dull, and [ 
am ao adventurerin the Churches ſhippe, I have a 
ſtocke in her trealure,and an intcreſtin bt prayers, 
this keepes the hcad aboue water, and prelerues 
from ſinking, 

4. For encouragement, to pray for the Church, 
would Gods people enter iato a holy league, and 
tyc themlelues in their (everall cloſets, toſpend1o 
much time weekely, or dayly in prayer, for ſome 
prone perſon, or place, Church, or Nation 

wonder how they ſhould miflc; tell mee where c- 
ver the Churches toyae prayers did ever mil-carry, 
or proucabortiue; in what place, in whatcaſe, for 
what people? praycrs have bcene made for men out 
ofthe Church, and haye ſpcd, witneſle Ninivicy tor 
men in the Church (good men, bad men) and 
haue ſped; prayers haue beene made by Land, and 
haue prevailed ; on the Seas by 7onah, and have 
ſped; rhey have prevailed vnder the earth, in dens, 
and dungeons,and caucs; praycrshaue been made 
for licke men and have holpe them, for dyin 
men, for poore men, for captiues, for ciſdacroane 
hauc holpen ; for men againſtperſecution, againſt 
temptation, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſts, again(t 
men, againſt diyels; prayers haue bcene omnipo- 
teatheretofore, why not now ? 

Ob. Why now, if we were as others, Gods hand 
(wee knowe) is not ſhortened, His care notheavie, 
but our ſinnes, our crying ripe (ines, hinder good 
things from vs ? An. 


. 
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Anſ. Why therefore ſet againſtthoſe finnes by An/. 
prayer, calt out yourowne, cry downceothermens, 
out-cry them. 
0b. Oh butthey cry loud. | 0b. 
an Yer prayer hath the ſtronger voyce, the Anþ. 
blood of Chriſt ſpeakes better things then bloody 
{ins, &c. Ler Sodome yeeld ren holy men, and ſhe Gen-18, 
ſhall bee ſpared, lerone Eljah and vp for ſiffe-nec- ang; 5 x... 
ked [iracll, and one Ames plead for rebellious Tu- 
dah, and God will ſhew mercy. 
Ob. Trae indeed, if we had ſuch as they, butour 06, 
prayers are weake and faint. 
Anſ, 1. They were men ſubic&ttolike paſhons. A»/. 
2. The prayer of the righteous is prevailing, 3. Iam.5.16e7, 
Thele here mentioned were new converts, yet pre- 
vailed with God for Peter. 
0b. Oh butkere the whole Church ioyned: If ;,, 
all //7ael might mect from Dan to Beerſpeba, there 
might be ſome hope. 
Anſ. We may, and doe more then theſe might; An/. 
I. we may meet in publique aſſemblics euery Sab- 
bath : 2. theſe were bur tew that lived in the dark, 
and met in the night, and in Heſters time in their 
ſeverall families, and the whole State was then a- 
gainft the truth, and againſt the Scriptures, and all 
religion was diſgraced; yet then-they prevailed, 
much more we now. 
Ob, Bntnow it is too late, many Churches a» gg, 
broad be quite ſcattered, many men at home haue 
their backs and hearts quite broken, with wants, 
temptations, diſcouragements. 
Azſ. Whileſt God cals in his word, itisnot _ Anſ. 
C 


GSen,32. 


Pſal,66.18. 


Pſal.86,7. 
and the 56.9. 
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late, God is vicd to ſee men ſinking before hee ſers 
in,their extremity is his opportuniy,when Petey is 
within once nightof the ſword,then is histtme. 

0b. But I have waited, & ſee no {ucceſſe, 4»ſ. So 
did the Church, they pray for Peter this weeke, the 
next, and the next, the doores bee Rtill ſhut, the 
chaines bee ſtill on z well now they have bur one 
night more to waite, they waitethar, bur ere mor- 
ningall is wonne: If then wee have but one day, 
one night, one houre to {pend; hope, pray, waite, 
thatday, that night; that houre, God will be ſcene 
inthe mount: deliverance ſhall come if prayer goe 
ontheerrang; icever was ſo,cver ſhall be ſo,diſpare 
not bur belecue; there is who prayesand ſpeakes 
not, and there is too that ſpeakes, who = not; 
ifthou wilt pray, thou muſt apen thy needs to God 
as thy Father, throngh Chriſt God+»man as thy me- 
diatour, from God the holy Ghoſt, as the inditer of 
thy prayers: if chov wiir pray, thy heart muſt bee 
1, emptied of purpoſes of ſinne: 2. broken: 2, 
purged from guile by faith ; which taich muſtchen 
worke, before thou beginneſt ; ſay with David, 7 
will call, and God will anſwer mee; and when thon 
haſtdone, conclude, I haue ſpoken,and ſhall in due 
time and manner be anſwered ; thus doe, and bee 
fare that thou neither begin norenda lawfyll peti- 
tion (of ſuch oncly wee ſpeake) before thong art a- 
ware,let faith enter thy (utc, and end,and ſubſcribe 
it, and chou prevaileſt. 

Now to particulars. 

How finaes the Angell Peter ? ſure he cannot ſleep 
this night, being vpon his life ro morrow, end in 
all 
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all likclihood knowing of ir by the' Church, how- 
ſoever, nor {ure of life one day to an'end, but like 
enoughto bee ſent for at an hopres warning, as 
Joby Baptiſts head was. Notwithſtanding all this, 
Peter \lcepes as ſoundly as ever in his life, and 
wakes withoutterrour, whence was this, from cor- 
ruption? no from naturall courage : no, when Pe- 
ter was younger, and therefore naturally bolder, he 
was adaſtard : whencethen? confiderthe reaſons 
before, and it will be found, that ir was from ſpeci- 
all comfort and confidence in God, which comfort 
molt artends priſons and perſecutions : here (ce 
the ſirength of ſpiritual] peacc and comfort. 

The Lord hath comforts for his children, that 
will quiet ahd ſupport them in any feares & ſtraits, 
his conſolations will make a man \lcepe without a 
bed; line almoſt without a (oule : They will make 
one bold in danger, quiet in trouble, liue in the 
iawes of death + The oy of the Lord tis frong, laith 
Nehemiah, frong indeed that will carry a man over N**e# 
all : Peter had a ſtrong heart, that can thusſleepe, 
thus wake, that can looke vpon Chaines,vpon Pri- 
ſons, ypon Tyrants,vpon Torments, vpon Angels 
(good and bad) and never breake his ſlcepe for the 
matter. Pauls ioyes were ſtrong,that made him ſing Aa 16. 
in the ftockes : Davids taith ſrong, that made him 
ſay, 1 will ye downe and ſleept, 1 will not feare though "3+ 
ten thouſand riſe vp againſt me : thoſe were ſtrong & 
ſtrange ioyesthar ſupported David in all his feares, 
and made him ſay, 1» the multitude of my thonghtspc,,, 10. 
thy comforts glad my ſoule : Thole firong thattrium- 
phed ouer, rackings, —_— ſcourgings, &c. as 
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inthe clevcarth to: the Hebrewes. 

O#eſt. But whencecomes their ſtrength ? 

Becauſe they bee Gods ioyes, the1toycs of the 
Spirit, derived immediatly from the fountaine,and 
things be pureſt and ftrongeſt there. 

2. Becauſe (pirityall, for as ſpirits are more ac- 
tive and powerfull then Bodics, (o (pirituallthings 
then bodily and naturall. 

3- Thoſe ioyes arc moſt certaine and durable, 
theſe overcome and our-liue all crofles, and all os 
ther camforts, 

4- They are al-ſufhcient, and borrow no helpe 
from creatures: Nature and Art work with inſtru- 
ments, and by meanes, they cannot ſupport with- 
out meate, ſtrengthen withour {lcepe, *giue ſleepe 
without warmth, nor warmth without a bed, &c. 
But God can beyond meanes, without means work 
comfort, make one ſee in the darke, liuc in death. 

Queſt. Butwharbetheſe comforts of God ? - 

Anſ. Precious promiſes applycd by Godin due 
ſeaſon, and brought home to the heart, which re- 
viuethe ſpirits more then any balmc,and theſe pro« 
miſes,come thicke vpon Peter now: He thinketh, 
hath not God ſayd, that the fighing of priſoners comes 
to him, that he bottles wp all our teares, that wee ſhould 
Caſt owr care pon him, and hee will care for vs, that in 

ſox and ſeven troubles they (hall not come neare me, thax 

in fire and water he will be with 16, & did not I hear 
my Saviour ſay, Bleſſed 4-e they that zre perſecuted for 
righteouſnefſe ſakezreade norT how David ſayd, ! wil 
lie downe and ſleep,audtherefore | will doe fo too. 

2. Strengthening graces, God poures the ſpirit 


of 
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of faith, patience, power, courage, into his, in due 
time; andthey raile the heart, as wine the fainting 
ſpirits ; every ſaving grace is healing, is ſtrengthe- 
ning. 

3. Howrely experienceof Gods care and provi« 
dence; anda childe never (ces the loue of his mo- 
ther ſo muchas when hee is (icke, 10 Gods chil- 
dren, &c, 

Now that makesthem pluck vp their feete with 
lacob,and lay with Paul, 1 know whom 1 haue trafled; 
and with the Church, Thou wilt guide vs to acath; 
and after (as David addes) recerue to glory. 

4- Speciall peace of conſcience, and ioy of the 
holy Ghoſt,by new cxpreſhonsof Gods favour,and 
raviſhments of heaven:then God opens heaven;and 
they (ee their life and crowne, and (0 are carricd 0- 
ver all, 

«- Queſt, When doth God thus comfort his? 

Anſ. When they moſt need ir, as then che mo- 
ther brings out her preſcrues, when the childe is 
ſicke: firft,when they be moſt humbled and empty 
ofthemſclucs; therctore after greateſt humiliart- 
ons come greateſt conſolations,as David, Abraham, 
and others ever found. 

2, But ſpecially in the day of tryall and pcrſc- 
cution, the more the divell beſtirres him, the more 
God beſtirres him : thus the ſweeteſt nights thart e- 
ver /acob ſpent were i11 the field, and ſo for Peter ; 
and when had Davidthoſe large affeRions to riſe 
at midnight, when was the Word ſo {weete, but 
when his troubles were bitter? 

The vic is double, 1. gettheſe comforts, we get 

C 3 aqua 
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1 Cor.l. 


Ad,5.39.4-13 


Oh. 
An. 
Ob. 


Any. 


"Peters Enlargement. 


4qs4 viteready againſt qualmes; Bezoar-ftone, and 
cordials againſt fits: butthe cordialsthat help all, 
is the holy Ghoſt, the Comforter , Art is blind,apd 
often poſed ; Nature weak; and often foyled,; (like 
a bow that muſt not beedrawne beyond compalle) 
anely. grace ;and ſpirituall comfort is invincible: 
get this, and you may ſlcepe in a dungeon, live in 
the darke, wantall, and yet haveal]; wane theſe, 
anda flea may breake your ſleepe; and a hand wri- 
ting daſh your mirthin the midſt of all friends. 

2. Let (uch as have ſpiritual] hearts thos affec- 
ecd, ſtay themſclues here z feare not poverty, there 
be comforts beyond the painc of famine; feare nor 
fickneſle, there be comforts beyond all fits of (ick- 
ncſſe: feare nor death, feare notchaines, feare not 
any thing that you can or ſhall ſuffer : Not any 
thing ? why, a man is ſubic@ toracking, to bury 
ning,” &c.. yet feare not, and why? the Lord 
hath comfort in all, and above all rribulaci- 
ons: when hee cals a Sau/to a crowne, hee makes 
him another man: ſo when hee cals a man to a 
chaine, Peter is not the man in priſon hee was ont 
of priſon ; art the firſt hee was fearfy]l of awenches 
word, after hee was willing, yer fleſh hung backe, 
Tohn the laſt Chapter, ver(. 18. But when put vpon 
it, heare his voyce, (ce his face; he can beasquier, 
as comfortable, as well in priſon as ever, 

Ab, Oh but I inde m ſelf afraid of words? 

Anſ, So was Peter at 
0b. Oh bur, ſaith our Saviour, beware of men. 

Anſ. No man ſo malitious as God is mercifull, 
lo perilous as God is piritull, - Oh but ſay weliged 
where 
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where we ſhould lic in cold irons, in the darke, bee 
halfe pined, ſtarved ; whocan beare theſe ? Petey 
can, any can, when God cals them to it, 

O'bur ſay we were put tothe fiery tryall, flames 
are intolerable and mercileſſe. O but flames are in 
Gods hands, Daziel 3. Chapter: againe, Martyrs 
hauc had more comfort there, then in all their lives 
before. Oh but ſome of them havecryed our of 
paines: And do not men fo who die in their beds 
r00 ? but God hath borne them through thele,and 
made them amends, 

* O getthen inward firength, and that will over- 

come all teares, all cormentsz conclude wee with by 
that good Martyr, if God call ever any of his to a- 
ny ſuch ſufferings, hee will either weaken the 
flameor ſtrengthen their faich ; hee hath promiſed 
(that, which let vs liue and die in to wit) that hee 
will not tempt beyond (irengeh : And hee i able to 
doe exceeding aboundantly aboue ali that wee can ſþeake 
or thinke. . 

Aſſure your (clues, the feare of perſecution is 
morethen perſecution it ſelfe; therefore | ſpeake 
to-your feares, for there is none(through Gods mer- 
cie) with vs I am ſureto be felt (I thinke) ro bee 
feared. 

The ſame nizht, &4e, That the Lord doth often Doc? 3. 
hold his people long in ſuſpence, for thoſe things 
which he meanes toginerhem; heeis to our ſee- 
ming ſlow, but ſore ; ſure, butſlow ; thus hee was 
as good as his word co Abrahem, hee gauc him 2 
fonne, but hee held him off to the laſt houre ; hee 
kept touch with his poſterity, broughtthem out of 
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Egypt, but he deferred it till che laſtday ; his bond 
was almoſt forfeited, yer he paid ir before the Sun- 
ſer, Exod. 12.17.41. Thus 7oſephwas long in pri- 
ſon, yer at the appointed time brought forth; and 
Iſrael long in captivity,prayers were made,and yer 
Daniel could heare no anſwer till night was vpon 
him; 1acsb wreſllcs till day, &c. ſoal(d the woman 
of Canaan, Matt.15. and tae Church here: in all 
which places wee (cc, that God is mindfull of his 
day. 2. That hee deferres ſometime till che laſt 
houre be running. 

The reaſon ot thisdelay is manifold. 1. God 
would turne our eyes backward, and make vs ſay; 
O it is inſt God ſhould deferre me, I have deferred 
him; hee calledand I would not heare; prayed mee 
againe, againe, and againe, and I would not an- 
ſwer; therefore it is equal I ſhould call and cry, 


* and not be heard. 


2, God hereby would ſharpen our prayers for 
the preſent, therefore hee ſeemes deafe, becauſe we 
ſhould ſpeake out; therfore ſlow, becauſe we ſhould 
be carneſt; thus Dani interprets it: God deferres 
him, this is (faith hee) but to try me, therefore hee 
ſpits vpon his hands,and takes better hold; O Lord 

orgiue, ſaith hee, O Lord heare, O Lord open,and 
poures {o many peritions, and arguments vpon 
God,thar there is no reſiſtance ; thus 7acob, he ſees 
the day comming vpon him, and he had made no- 
thing of itall night, and therefore now he ſetsto it, 
as faith hee, 7 will not let thee goe without 4 bleſ« 
ing. 

3- Hereby hee prepares vs for the futurerecei- 

uing 
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/yingof hiscomforts;.. thos he humbles vs; thus he 
enlarges vs, thus fiesvsfor thankfalnefle, themore 
bleflings coſt vs, the better weewill priſe them, and 
praile God for them :addeto this, that theſerepul- IoC7. 
les drine vs to turther ſearches, as the Iſraelites ar 199-30: 
At, and Gibeah, | -Uia 7 

Dorh the Lord thus long deferre: ſometime his Fſet. 
intended comforts and anfivers? Ler's know the 
courſesof his providence, and wait vpon him : be. 

hold the husbandman waitsz when he hath ſowne 

his ſeed, heedoth not laoke to reape and fow all 
ina day, hiscorneis firſt buried, yea ir dies, yea it 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward, and 
when it is vp, receiues many a ſaiband check, yer 
hee waites; And why ? becauſe hee hath cxperi- 
ence: ſo muſtwee, when we haue ſowen ourleed ; 
fay wee bury our prayers, lay to our ſeeming they 
die, ſay they grow downeward, backward, (ay al 
things ſeeme to be worleafter prayer with vs then 
before, yet waite ; why, we have expcrience of our 
owne and others mens ſucceſle, never did men 
ſow this ſeed, but they had a croppe, though a late 
harveſt, yet aharveſt. 

Ob. Oh but I have prayedexceeding long, 0b. 

An/ſ. How long? 1/aack prayed twenty yeeres Anj. 
for a childe, before he ſped; Abrahawthirry, before 
he ſped ;, 4brahams poſterity were foure hundred 
yeeres in captivity, before they were delivered; the 
Church thirfted for Chrift,onerthouland,two thous 
ſand, three thouſate yeeres,before they had him: 
How many thouſands, hundreds, ſcores of yeeres, 


haft thou waited ? ud | 
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| 06. Obut Thanerryed: all wy friends; vid all 
meancs, prayed 1p , and gotothcrsro ſpeake 
ro, and yer no 

an. Andanighenoc Peter fay as much?” not a 
Chriſtian in leruialem, bur had ſpoken, and ſpo- 
ken ofren, and yet he ticks. 

06, Obut marters with me areworſceand worſe, 
the more [ pray againſt poverty, the poorer 1 am 
the more I pray for patience, theworſe I am ; the 
more {pray forfaith, the lefle I haves the more I 
pray againitpathons and tcmprarions, the more 
they fie in.my face. 

Anſ. Is notthis as wee (aid, that the corne muſt 

backward, beforc it come forward ;- was itnot 
Pwith Abrahon and $4arab, the longer they 
the elder they waxed, and fo vnficeer for iſſue. 

0b. O but my linnes _ ſtronger by prayer. 

An. Not God feeleſt itmore then before; it 
is:not becauſe {inne is ftronger, bur thou ſounder; 

gaine, theſe —_— rn Ar — of 

, bur ſymptoms of death ; as the fowle ftrugg] 
nd fprunts moſt when the head is of: che pangs 
ofdeath be now vpon thy luſts, raky comfort; 

0b. Obutnow yourcomforwrome roo lareghe 
date is ont for me. 

Anſ. Why ? hath God ſaid pray no more, asr0 
Teremie, hath hee oprtrhy mouth ? ſo long as God 
ſaith, pray ; ſloag rhe ſpa wirhin thoe fakch, 
pray ; fo neva, 
never [ay iris 0p if Pezer bee out by 
96, 20a 9 16 —— 
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0b, O bur dcdlayes breakes the heart. 0b. 
Anſ. But note the end of delayes, they are-never 4»/; 

to deny or fruſtrate, butto fit,andto quicken +» make 

thele vics of delayes, and then ifthy turc be northo» 

neſt, never begin it; if ir be, neverlcauc ic: leatne 

of husabandmen, when they pull downe a'tree, or 

lift at ſome blocke, if they cannoe ſtirre it, they call 

in helpe, if it come nor at the firſt pull; they pull 

againe, if notthen, ha,againe; if not then, ha,once 

more; at laſt they feele it comming, and then ic 

comes amaine : learne of Z/#4h, hee prayed for t King.18.43; 

raine, having prayed lookes about him, nothing - 

comes; hee prayed againe, nothing comes; hee 

prayed inc, nothing comes z atlength, O Ma- 

er (laith his ſervant) Tee aclowd, but it is buclic- 

tle; Is it a clowd? then once more to it, and by 

and by the heavens were masked with clowdes: 

learne oftheſe men, Peter ſtickes in the dungeon, 

one lifes, he cannoe ſtirre him; try you (faith hee 

to a ſecond, toa third, try a fourth, a fiſt; arleng 

heaven ftirres, the chainesftirre,and Peter comes in 

them|:; learne of Chriſt himſelfe ; the 

widow dealc with a I not a Father; a bad Luke 18. 

Judge, thee was alone, a ſimple Orator, yet ſhe pre» 

vailes: learneofbeggers, they haye no command 

no promiſe,no acquaintance, no Art; and yer will 

ftand it out; the maſter chides, the ſtarids 

irout; thedamechides, hee ftands fill; rhe ſer- 

vantscome, and ſay they dare nor ſerue him z che 

children (ay we muſt nor, and yer he will notaway- 

OLord ith, how weake be wee, if ha- 

promiſe, kindred, Gods ſervants, 

D 2 Gods 
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Gods Sonne on ourſides, we will be put off wich a 
delay: well (as I ſaid) fo log as a night,an houre, 
a minute, is lefr, pray z. one night may compaſſe 
that whichan huad:icd before could. nor. 11 
ie followerh, an Angel,ec. | 
Dott. 4. TheLord hath ever meanes at hand for his ſer« 
| vants; comfort and deliverance, if ſet on worke ; 
»Pera, well migh Peter ſay, The Lord knoweth how to deliver 
bis,&>6; heels: never;at aſtand, if they know how 
to pray, he knowethrhow to confore. 
Reaſ. 1. In himlelte hce is al-lofficient, infinice-in wiſe- 
dome, to invent meanes; in power, to a them; 
Ela4s. andifneedbegrocreate more. 
2+ 'Hee is the Lord of Hoaſts, the Lordof every 
creature z if oyr worke lic in the Seas, hee is Lord 
of the Seas; if on the Land, hee is Lord there; if 
in Priſon; he bearcth the keyes of every Gaolez if 
heavens can help vs, he commindsrhem; if witids, 
if beaſts, if friends, it ſtrangers, if foes, if Angels z 
the Lord hah the command of all perſons, things, 
and places, 
Ye 1. For comfort, roule thy ſelfe vpon) God, caft thy 
care vpon him,he will bring it ro paſſe; is thy bux- 
Plal.z7- gden,poverty? caſtit ypon him, and he will kelpe it; 
ts it (inne, feare, ſorrow, whatſoever it bee; tive can 
beare ir, and diſchargethee ? 
Oh bur4ceno meanes, Fowe ſomuchy fas 


This Sermon 


wasmadein Dy inmy family,and no meanics.. 


he depthof 
hodacke This isas if they ſhould haue ſaid; If wee had'a 


friend i inthe Count, ro move Herod; ita friend in 
thewatch,.to-bribe hier; if in the, pron, to-Fee 
bimg-chen foracthing might be:done,/bur now all 


mcanes 
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meancs faile vs, No,no: God. hath meanes be- | 
yond our fight, if men'cannot do.it, Angels can & 
thall: and if no man will pay the widowes debr, 
God will : if no body elle will feede Eliahy the 
Ravens ſhall :! what doc wee talke of meanes ? : all 
meanes are ſhot vp 1n God, 

Ob, O bur my calſc.is deſperate, it isnot poflible- (<z, 
to helpe me. | 

An.” Now weſhall[have atale of impoſſibilitiess _y»/, 
And why notpoflible; ſhall any thing be'impoſſi- ** ©. ® 


2 King.4. 


bleto God ? Zach 8.6, 
0b, Obut there bee av hundred blockes inmy 96, 
way. 


Anſ. But what is in his way, that makes his way _A»/. 
through the ſeas, ftoncs, wood, iron, &c?' goe to Eca,yz-16, 
the priſon, there is a blocke, a guard ; pale that 

guard, there is a blocke, a doore; paſl> the doore, 

there is another, a chaine; - paſſe che chainejthere 
isanother,an iron gate. O bur what of this, tfthey 

can breake through all hinderances of vabeliefe, 
diſcouragements, to prayer : God will breake tho- 

row theſe and and athouſand more, to their com- 

fort. O but G#d workes no wonders now. No f Markeour Sa- 
his Name is wonderfull ſtil]; his power as great as Yiowscollec- 
ever, his wiſedome as deepe as ever,his promiles as ow 0 
go0d, hisloue as much to his as ever, our need.as Mar.4. 
much, our intereſt as great, our Saviour as goody Devt.3: 

all things tand as- before : if wee can vie former * * 
meanes, wee ſhall finde former ſucceſle, and. God 

will docabundantly aboucall that wee can ſpeake 

or thinke:: wee have the Lords promiſe: for this, 

Epheſians 3.20. and E/ay'42.16- 1 will make darke 

| D 3 light, 
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doe not faile to conclude with Devid, Thewgh 1 
 walke in the midſt of troubles, yet (upon prayer).7 fhal 
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. 0/0 oong) Praght: "wee hanehad our 
ler any man thar:hath hadany 
with God andthis holydatiegell me. 
0704-9 x RN cn didft thou 
heavenly Farher, but he did an- 
ſevere thee with _—_— Nene 2omibend When 
didit thou ever pray _—_ heart was thereby 
ſoewharlightened] and ifthou canſtnort bur ſay 
with Devid, inche ſame day Tasked, [ waythns far 
, anſi hat my heart was flremgthened,2fa. 139g. 


beerevived,7, and God will perfet? his mercierin mee 
forever, 8.. 

Thus wee have diſpatcht fome meditations! 
more wee haue, butthey muft be onely named; as 
I- Hered would, butcould nor wee forth Peter, 

cotryall and cxccution : men be but men,and muſt 
doe asthey may z for what they would doe againlt 
the Church, nor they, nor all the Divells in hell 
can doe. 
- 2+ The Lord can. give {lcepe ang peace in any 
place, at any time; inany compan 

3. Gods beſt ſervants and meſſengers, are ſome- 
times yoaked with vileſt offenders, &c. 

4- Gods beſt creatures are the Charches ſer- 
vants: A 

$5. Laſtly, the Lord can quickly ſhake hisout of 
their chaines, rags, feares, ſexters, Ke. Bur whatdo 
I meane thus to cxceed : Brethren 1 would faine 
have you more.thirſtic of your rime, doe younot 
waſte it (2 ochers doe) in idle impertinencies, 
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much leſſe in ſurveying States and gn: Ik 
is not for vs to {it vpon Crownes and Thron 
ro turne Stareſmen ; ir is for vs to bee thankefull 
where God bleſſcs, and to bee praycrfull when the 
Church labours; to this end I haue ſayde thus 
much to perſwade you to the praftice of what 
you know,now your turne followes, lets 
k ſee what will be done, and _ well 
ou will improuerime, in ſpea- 
: kingto God, rather then 
to,or of, men. 
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